
 

 

 
Historic District Commission  

Staff Report: Certificate of Approval 
HDC2015-00741, 26 Wall Street 

MEETING DATE: 5/21/15 
  

REPORT DATE: 5/14/15 
  

FROM: Sheila Bashiri,  
Preservation Planner 
240.314.8236 
sbashiri@rockvillemd.gov   

  
APPLICATION: Certificate of Approval for the 

installation of a brick walkway in 
front of the house. 

  
APPLICANT: Robert Achtmeyer 

26 Wall Street 
Rockville, Maryland  20850 
 

FILING DATE: 4/10/15 
  

RECOMMENDATION: Finding that the proposal to install a brick walkway in front of the house 
meets Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #9, staff 
recommends approval. 

  
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: The applicant proposes to replace the existing flagstone walkway with brick 

pavers in front of the house. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

Finding that the proposal to install a brick walkway in front of the house meets Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation #9, staff recommends approval. 
 

SITE DESCRIPTION 
 

Location: 26 Wall Street 

Applicant:  Robert Achtmeyer 

Land Use 
Designation: 

Detached Restricted Residential  

Zoning District: R-90 HD     

Existing Use: Residential  

Parcel Area: 10,425 SF   

Subdivision: R.T. Viers Addition to Rockville 

Site Analysis:   

The Yearly/Conway House is located in the West Montgomery Avenue Historic District, which is both a 
local historic district, and a National Register Historic District. The house was constructed in 1887, and it 
is located on the northeast corner of Wall Street at Potomac Street.  Mature trees and shrubs surround 
the property, and the rear yard has a wood picket fence.  A stepping stone walkway and concrete steps 
lead to the low front porch.  This two and one-half-story, vernacular Victorian house has a rear addition 
with a kitchen and enclosed porch, which was enlarged in the 1970s.  
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DISCUSSION OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT and MATERIALS   

The house currently has flagstone pavers that lead from the curb to the front steps of the house.  The 
existing pavers are laid down in pairs, and over the years they have shifted so that they sit at uneven 
heights, resulting in safety hazards and difficulties in lawn and snow maintenance.  The applicant 
proposes to replace the flagstones with a brick paver walkway.  A brick apron measuring 5’ 8” wide x 2’ 
deep is proposed to be placed at the bottom of the steps.  The applicant proposes to install a straight 
brick walkway from the steps to the curb.  The proposed walkway will measure 4’ wide x 30’ 8” long.  
The applicant proposes to use Hanover Prest Brick pavers, which is a pressed cement that looks like, and 
is the same size as standard red bricks. The brick pavers will sit on a stone dust free base and they will be 
laid in a basket weave or a 90-degree herringbone pattern.  The proposed brick color will be Quarry Red.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Existing Front Walkway Flagstones 
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Existing Front Walkway Flagstones 
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  Walkway Plan 
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Analysis and Recommendation 
According to the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, Standard No. 9 “New additions, 
exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial 
relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be 
compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment.”  The existing flagstones are not original to the house, and 
The proposed brick is an appropriate material for a walkway in the historic district. The brick may also be 
found on several other walkways and sidewalks on Wall Street. 

 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
The posting of the notification sign on the property occurred two weeks prior to the meeting, and the 
postcard notices were sent out more than two weeks prior to the meeting. The staff report was posted 
on the City’s web site one week prior to meeting. 

 
FINDINGS   

Finding that the proposal to install a brick walkway in front of the house meets Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation #9, staff recommends approval. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
2. Aerial map 
3. Zoning map 
4. Application 
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SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS FOR REHABILITATION 
 

1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal 
change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships. 
 

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive 
materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a 
property will be avoided. 
 

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that 
create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements 
from other historic properties, will not be undertaken. 
 

4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be 
retained and preserved. 
 

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved. 
 

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of 
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old 
in design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will 
be substantiated by documentary and physical evidence. 
 

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means 
possible.  Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used. 
 

8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be 
disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken. 
 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic 
materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work 
will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, 
features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and 
its environment. 
 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner 
that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 
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AERIAL MAP 
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ZONING MAP 
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